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BAYREUTH, Bavaria, May 18, 1574,

Bayreuth, the bome of Rlchard Wagoer, is a
quet littie city of 20,000 souls, Protestants, in the
midst of Catholle populations all round, sltuate
away up in the northeastern coruer of Bavaria, at
the foot of the Fiehtelgebirge, wiich Jean Paul
loved and wrote about, A hundred and Afty years
ago, when the Margraves of Brandenburg restded
bere, Bayreuth had a period of great splendor.
The people are a kiud-iearted and hospitable race,
simple in taste, the ladies beautiful of feature,
charming in manper. Wugner himseif styled the
city ~a soll undefied by modern culture, a virginal
ground for true art’'—that 18 to say, the modern
French drains apd opery are unknown here, ana
the popuiar taste 1§ therefore as healthy as can be
expected when fed on natural old fashioned drama
and opera, The first editlee seen by the traveller
from the rallroad coupé as he approaches Bayrouth
is the Nibelungen Theatre, whereln Wagner pro-
poses to yive the highest possible artistic exposi-
tion to lus great music drama, *he “Ring of the
Nibelungers,” a work founded on Scandinavian
mythology and the “Nibelungenlied,” or
the German “Liad," as people sometimes
love to style sheir old epos. [ think it will be im-
possible for your readers to comprehend the ne-
cessity for the erection of this new theatre, un-
lead they Kknow the grandenr and extent of the
muslc and drams which are to be performedin 1t

With the exception of
operas treat of mythological and theretore deeply
gymbolical subjects. We refer especially to s
best known works, *Toe Flylng Dutchiman,™
“Tannhituser,” “Lohengrin," and “Tristan and
Isolde.” In “Meistersinger’ Wagner leaves legend
for & while to give us plctures of old German
HMfe. T will give you & synopsis of the musical
dramatic quadrillion, *“The Ring of the Nibelun-
gers,” a8 sketched by Wagner bimself. To any one
wnderstan ling mythology the drama (s & won-
derful structure,

“RHEINGOLD" —REINEGOLD.

The world is peopled with dwarfs, giants and the
gods, The race of the Nibelungs (Nibelungers)
live In the earth, fn clefts aod caves, and meit, re-
fine and work the hard metals. Alberich makes
himaeif King of the Nibelunge. In the first acena of
“Rneingold™ we see beneath the Rhine three mer-
malids swimming and diving, and suddenly sur-
prised by the appearance of Alberich. The mald.
ens tease the dwarf, who endeavors to catch each
in turn. Tired of the chase, the Nibelung seats
himsell on & rock of the river's bed, whiie the

maldens awim gracefully around the pinnacle of & |

high rock, just as the first rays of the sun light
up with great brilliancy a clump of gold therein.
The maidens still tease Albericn, and tell mm that
they are the guardians of the Rbine gold, and tell

him the wonders and powers of this treas-
ury—nawely, “Whoever should get  pos-
session  o©of the Rhinegold and from 1t
weld a ring, would thereby attain to

unlimited power."

clambers up the rocks, seizes the glitteriug treas-
ure while the mermalds are floating about and
makes off with it. Alberich returns to Nibelhelm
{Nebelheim, home of the mist or gloom—night),
and welds himsell a ring out of the gold, throogh
whoee vIrtues he becomes Lord or King of the
Nibelungs. Thencelorward he compelicu all the
other Nibelungs to work lor him; to gather the
subterranesn ireasures together for him. This
treasure 18 the Nibelungeu Hort (the treasure of
wne Nibelungers), the greatest treasare of which
was the “Tarubelm,' or heimet, which he had
forced his brother Mime to weld for him, the

virtoe of which was Lo render the possessor invis- |

ible at plessure.
from which the tragedy of the “Ring' 18 devej
oped.
and death (noto the world of dwarfs, gianta and

gods,
AMONG THE TEUTONIC GODS,

The scenery changes sluwly. YWe appear to as-
cend (rom the depths of the Bhine up to the eartn's
surface. It 18 still morning, and a heavy dew nils
the valley of the Kuine. The rising sun gradually
dispeis the mist, and by and by Ulumines with
wonderful brillancy a large burg, with glowing
pinnacies, erected on the mountialn in the back-
ground., To one side of the valley we discover
Odin, the god, and bis consort, the goadess Fricka,
slumbering amid fowers, They awake, and gaze
in sstonishment at the grandeur of the edifice be-
fore them; but the goddess 15 terrifled at the
thought of the price at which the burg has heen
built—the price of heraelf, the goddesa. The burg
uas been built by the glants Fasolt and Fainer,
who now importune Odin for payment. The gods,
who had galned supremacy on earth, had deter-
mined to build a burg whence they could with case
regulate the amairs of the world.  The council of
the gods consisted of Odin, Thor, Frol and Loki;
the goddesses Fricka, Freya and EBrda By
Loki's advice the gods made a coutract to
give Freya to the glants a8 soon as the burg
should be finlshed. The glants will hear of no
postponement ; they seize Freya, and aitempt to
carry her off. The gods, who still wish to pay the
glants, discuss together,
glants the iabled Niblupg treasure in payment in-
stead of the goddess. The glants agree to tiug,
hat persist in taking Freya with them as o pledge,
antil the treasure shall be fortncoming. The
glanta had ong suffered from the cunning of the
Nibelung, who could wield awords and weapous
for their deatruction, and were glad enough
acoept the proposition of the gods. The glants
disappear from the scene with Freys; mist aod
gloom fll the vadley, the gods have a gnastiy and
tired appearance, for Freya, tne possessor of the
Apple of eternal youth, lhas been taken from
them. The gods immediately descend to Nibel-
heim in order to secure the treéasure. The scene
changes o

THE (AVES DENEATH THE RIINE,

Alberich, armed with a whip, drives the Nibe- |

lungs belore him. They bear the treasures of the
earth and depostt them in o large glittering beap.
Odin  and  Loki appear, and Odin  permita
the latter to axercise his capmng, Lokl converses
with Alberich, the Nibelung, and especially about
the helmet which renders (ts4 wearer iovisible, or
whose virtoes enable lim to assume other forma.
Lokl asks Alberich to anow them specimens of his
transformatory skill, Alberich assumes the shape
of & tortoise, and while in this form Odin places his
foot on him wiile Lok! secures the magleal helmet,

“Rienzl,"” all Wagner's |

Alberich, already enraged at |
hius lll-success in chasing the mermaids, sudaenly |

This porspiel constitutes the root |

With the introduction of gold come murder |

and offer to give the |

glants do mot understand how to use the power
they now possess in the wonderfol ring.
and goddesses rejolce b seciug Freys agein in
their midse, They gaze on the glowing pinnacles
of Walhally, whose halls are prepared for thelr re-
ception, Thor swings his hammer and cvokes

the burg, on which the divine family proceed to
Walhalls. The curtain falis on tuls brilliant scene,
This, in brief, Is the sketch of “‘Rheingold,”
drama proper commences on the following even.

ing wita
YTHE VALEKYR.™
From the Palace of Wathalla the gods rule the
world, regulate the elements by wise laws and

take care of the human race. But the
gods are consclous of baving attained
thetr power through fraud and Injustice;
they deprived the Nibelungs of power

and Mreedom, and the ring and the hoard lle use-
les8 in the dragon's cave. They wish to do pen-
ance for the s#in, and to this end will give some of
thelr power to mankind. Mighty races have
sprung up, descendauts of the gods; in connict
and battle they gain strength. Odin's wish-
maldens the Valkyrs protect them as shield-maid-
ens, and bear the dead bravea home to Walhalla,
where, in Udin's presence, they live on a glorious
life. Toe nero 18 not yet born, however, for the
purposes of the goda, He 18 to spring from the
race of the Waelsungs., Finally twins are born—
Siegmund and Sieglinda (brother and sister)—
direct descendants of Odin. Siegmund takesg &
wile, and Sieglinda marries Hunding. Both mar-
riages are unfruicrul, It is the “wil of the gods
that the Waelsung blood bea kept purs,
Stegmund and Sieglinda love, and Siegiried,

1
1
| the dragon destroyer, |8 born. The first
| scene in  “Die Walkuere" showa us the
[munor of & prmitive dwelitng, In the

middie of which rises a giant ash whose branches
spread over the rool, Outside the storm (s raging.
A storm-beaten traveller enters the house. It Ia
Stegmund. Sleglinda shows him great kindness,
not knowing him to be her brother. Hunding
arrives, moody and jealous, and he learns from
| the stranger ihat he Is & Waeisung, Brother and
sister know each other. Sieglinda sighs for re-
lease from the despotism of her husband, and
Siegmund, Enowing the old prophesy of a good
| hero who should spring frum pure Waelaung blood,

| greeta her *'as bride and sister mine."” He escapes
witl her, and Hunding tollows to take revenge.
BRUNNHILDA, THE VALKYR,

In the second act the scene 18 & wild mountainous
region, where udin, clad as for tattle, and Brunn-
Anlda, bis favorite Valkyr, also fully armed, appear,
Odin bids her give victory 1o Sjegmund, thergtare
| to prepare and ride to the confiet.  Just as she 15
| about to depart, however, Fricka approaches in

her wagon drawn by two rams.  She, 83 tho pro-
tectress of marriage, demands fhat Hund- |
ing e revenge and siegmund and

Sieglinda punished. At first Odin refuses; but be
finally and unwillingly gives way., Ihe nextscens
I8 besween Odinand Brunnbilda, and i of great im-
portance. Odin i8 fearal of the appronching end
to the glories of the gods. He 3 deairous that the
ring should be obtained from the giants, and he
knows that only the hero who should spring from
Slegmuaa and Sieglinda can do this. But he
obeys the wish of Fricka, and bids Brunnhilda go
#nd give Hunding the victory. The next scene 13
the most powerful of the evening. We see Sleg-
muond and Sieglinda tired and weary from the
fight. In the distance they hear the horn of
Hunding. Brunnhbilda appears and announces to
Stegmund Odin’s dectsion.  Siegmund despises tha

lories of Walhalla, unless Sieglinda mag accompany
g.lmttumar. Hunding appears in the background,
| Siegmund hastens to meet him. They engage In
| combat. Amidblending light Brunohilds appears
| pro:emns Slegmund with her shield, in disobe-
| dience of Odin's commands. She knows the heart's

wisn of Odin is tnat Stegmund be preserved; bus
| the old god has, nevertheless, a sense of justice.
| Just as Slegmund 18 about ro strike Huonding a
deadly blow, & glowing red glare breaks through
the clonds tnat have gathered about the combat-
ants, Odin appears standing over Hund
with his spear breaks Slegmund’'s sword.
fenceless Waelsung 18 killed by Hunding,
bilda is terrificd at the sight of Odin,

Brunu-
She roshes

to Sieglinda and bids her flee with her. She takes |

| her in her arms, and both disappear. The clouda
in the background divide. Odin pazes with sad-
nesa on the siain Siegmund, He turng to Honding
| and bids him tell Fricka that odin's spear has re-
| venged the sin, Munding sinks to the gronnd.

Odin then torns in wrath to look for Brunnhilda.

The scene closes,
THE VALEYRS SPREEDING TO WALWALLA.

In the npening scene of the third act we see In
a mountain region a namber of Valkyra at rest.
| They gaze over the landscape awalting their sis-
ters., Presently we seg, one by one, the rest ca-
reening through the clonds, each bearing a falien
warrior on their saddies. They are on the way 10
| Walballa with their pooty. Seven are ere

fofle P eadiindee  Foasllf S
|| 3’_{: Bl.ﬁ"[eel? Wﬂ?}’ﬁng iwnrough the air: bat, Instea
! of & dead warrior, she besars with ber a female

form—sieglinda. Dismounting Irom her steed,
| sustaning Sieglinda oo her arm, she approaches
tae group of her sisters and asks them to give her
a fresh sleed, for Odin |8 pursuing her; but her sis-
ters, fearing Odin's dispiensure, refuse. Sieglinds
pleads to be kilied by the nand of Brunnhilda; but
| the Valkyr tells her that she bears within bher a
“true Waelsung.” Sieghinda gaina courage and
Nren%}h on hearing these words, and prepares to
flee. Hut whither! Brannhilda telis her to go
there where the giant Falper guaras the hoard
| and the ring—Ifor that 18 the only place which Odin
avolds. Bhe gives her Siegmund’'s broken aword,
| aud tells her that the child she will bear will some
day weaid It together again, and that he shall be
Sleglinda

| named Slegiried, and rejolee In victory,
tnanks the Valkyr and departs,
THE APPROACH OF ODI¥,
Tnunder |3 heard. The trees bend before the
force of the raging atorm. Odin appears. Brunn-
hilda, conacious of her disobedience, [alls at his
feet, saying, “Here, lather, utter my sentence.”
(din annoupces ner Sbe |8 expelled the
soriety of the gods, Her powers as Walkuoere are
taken from her. The otner Valkyrs leave the
seene and Odin and Brunnhida are slone. Odin
prunounces the sentence. *‘Here, on this moun-
tain, I bunish thee; in delenceless sleep [ close
thine eves. The man who fnds thea on the way
can wake thee, and thou art bis."  Bronnhbilda
sinks vo tne ground aghast. She raises her head
to idin and asks (I her sin (s 80 great as to deserve
guch puniahment, sShe feels free irom guils, Did

she dot do whak he, the God, wished in his own |

heart * She had understood only to love what he
had joved. Odin’s inner conflict 18 great, but he
cunnot retracl the sentence,
hilda's plesding, he promises to
protection i her sleep, to sarround hLer rocky
couch with fire, 3o that only the bravest hero can
awaken per.
irom  his Javorite Valkyr s n beautilul and even
amecting =cens,.  Deeply moved, Odin kKissea bhoth
her eyes, which ink Together; he leads her to a
mussy Lok, seove which a broad-oranched pine
rises, and under it he places bis burden. Once
more Le gages, (il of sorrow, upon her, closes her
helmet ana covers her with the steel shieid of the
Vulkyri. Tnen, turoing away, he invokes the tire
god to sarround Branohiida's couch with protect-
ing fames,
| the faoes #hoot up around the sleeping Brunn-
hiida the curiaio falls. Thos eods the secoud day
of the “kKing."
I have seen tnese two music dramas performed.
The two following have not been put on the bourds,
In the two toregolng eveningd we are introduced

ive

| the ‘Nibeiungernied."
| the Stegiried legend wonld be fragmentary and in-
comprehensible. A m}{:hulum(m. symbolical ¢harm
18 lent to the entire =
attempted to describe,
she story of the two ollowing portlons as briefly
a8 is possible and yet do justice to the subject.
SIEGFRIED (THE THIRD DAY).
In the opening uct ol the tird ony Siegiried ap-
pears—a youthial, herole form. Sieglinda reached
| the smithy of Mime Alberich's brutner, and died,
| aner stegried's birth, Arat committing to Mime
the care of her son. Siegined 18 wonderfull
strong and can Dreak with ease every sword that
| Mime makes, Only one, It welded sogether (S1eg-
mund's), will he not be avle to break. Mime

teaches young Slegfried s art, telis him of the |

death of his Iather and urinia h
| of the broken sword, ffom which
& new one 8o good and strong that with one blow
| be cuts the anvil 1o two. Arst deed 1s to re-

venge his father’'s death ng:iaylng I!unmng, hiis
| mecond to slay the dragon that @uarded the Nibel.

ungen hoard, che ring and the magic helmet,

Tne latter feat he does At Mime's wisa, the dwarf

thinking that afterwards he can possess himself of

the ring snd supreme power,
monater apurtds over his bhand, He puts his

finger 10 lin mouth to cool i, when he s
| muiddenly emdowed with the giil of understanding
| the song of tirds, They praise Stegfried's brave

deed, tell him to beware of renchery, for Mime hos

induced hitn to siay the dragon that he (the dwarf)
may reap the banefit, Then slegfried slays Mime,
| The birds then teli the young hero of the treasures

im the two plecea

The gods

with It & rainbow bridge, spanning the valley to |

The |

The'de: |

But, at Brunn- |
her |

Tue leave taking of Ali-Vater Odin |

i leaves the scene slowly, and a8 |

to the “Siegiried,” whose adventures are told in |
Without this Introduction |

ug' by the scenes we have |
I shail endeavor to tell |

slegiried makes |

Blood from the slain |

of the ¢ helim and the ring, and advise bhim
to win the glorious malden Brunohilda, who |
sleeps enchanted amid the circie of fire. Siegfried
in que=t of Brunuhilda, fods her and awakens
per with hs glowing embraces,  In Stegiried
| Brunnhiida recognizes the true hero of the ruce of
the Waelsuugs, aod gives berseif up to lim, and |
| he marries her with the ring woet ho found in che
cave of the aragons. The curtsin falls, The last
| evening s devoted to |
| SIBGFRIRD'S DEATH—OOTTERDAMMERTNG,
whers wo come to Detter Kuown ground de-
| soribed 8o maily, bus unskliolly, Iin the N |
helungenlied, Two scenes prejace the even.

The scene changes to the Khine banks. Alberich
has assumed his old form, bus the gods have |
bound him fast, Now they compel nim to nse the
virtue of the ring for their benefit. e 18 fureed Lo
order the Nibelungs to carry up the treasures, and
when thig is done Odin demands the magical ring.
Alberich strives to retain it, but the gods take it
from hit. Alberich cuises the ring, ‘it shall
bring destruction to sl who podsess |L" From
the distance come the glants with Freya, from the

other side Fricka, Thor and Fro. The gianis re- | ing. e three Norns spin wne gI;mIrn thread |
ep LLe ring, | of fute, and asonounce in bhorn Aong  the |

oelve the treasure, Odjn'uhuwke-: i 1-3- | Geeny of the world ash and the threatened |
but the appearance of the goddess Erda | jogiruonon of the gous. A secoud scene (o
from the ground to warn him of the destruction it | [ows. siegiried and Brunnhida emerge ut early
| morning from the rock apartment, he in iull armor,

will bring to I8 possessor induces him to give 1t
up. The giauta quarrel over I8 possession, and |
one ia slain, The other takes the treasure and the
ring und piaces it in a cave guarded by & monster
dragon. Through the loss of the ring fhe Nibe-
lones and Alberich remain i serfdom; but the

sne lendlug ber steed CGrane, which, since she can
no longer Fide throogh the alr oo Ler mission Lo
take the depd warriors to Walhalis, she gives (o |
Segirled. They take leave, Siegiried leads the
stugd down the rocks.  Brunnbilds geses long |
and sadly at the retreating form of the hero.

| Than the srene chanews 10 Burgundy, to the balls |

L eure 1L

of the Gibichungs nn the

v of Chun-
ther sud Dis Rhine, the home of Gun

Bisler Gutrune and ther natursl
brother Hagen, a colid of Alberieh (the Nibeluug)

uﬂ_ Grimhild. The gods, as we have seen, place
| the'r hopes for the recovering of the ring in Steg-
| fried; Alberich, however, the original possessor,
| In bis uatural 'sou Hageh. Albericn had taughi

Hagen in childhood the value of the ring snd how
| that his brother Mime had endeavored to get pos
| session of it through Stegiried in vam, He mut
| empioy "mnnmi‘-I agen tells Guother, of Hramm-
hilda, that she is the most glorious of maidens, #od

excites him to wish her for his wife, Tuls s aboat
tne [ine that Siegiried arrives at the Uourt of fur-
gundy 1o his quest for adventures. Siegiried els
Hagen his gdventure with Brunnhilda. Gutmne,
the siater of Guuther, I8 deeply in love with Jleg-
fried, and at Hagen's I.nn?unu ahe hands fim @
draught—the dravgnt of rgesfulness—by vhlen
he loses all memory of the T. Siegrriec aska
the hand of Gutrune, which Gunther will grint on
oue condition, namely—tbat he ald him to gt pos-
| session of Bruonhi The two, Guuthe and

?;igagied. proceed by boat down the Rhiw, and

BRUNNHILDA'S ROCKY BURO.

Gunther remains in the ship, while Sirgfried,
Mmaking use of the tarn pe, assumes Guother's
torm, penetrates the circle of flames and iecures
Brunnhilda. He renders her doclle by takng the
ring frow her dnger. He compels her 1o seep bY
his side, but places his sword between hem to
witness nis loyalty to Guanther. He tales her
with him down %o the boat, and skiltully mnages
tonllow the real Gunther to assume his piace,
while he, with the aid of bis cap, It trans-
ported t0 Wormsa and the arms of Gutmpoe, 1
have omitted to mention that before Segfried
arrives 10 his false form at Lhe fire rock Brunu-
nlida 1s visited by one of her alster Valkyrs,
sent by oOdin to secure the ring Irom
ner. Brunnmida at fArst lmagines thit All-
Vater has sent to release her from banisiment.
But Waliraute has no such message. Ste saya
that Walhalla 18 gloomy since Brunnohilde's loss.
Odin does not send out the Valkyrito batle; he
avouls the neroes assembled In Walhalla’s beaven,
and wandered long without restalone ot earth.
Then he returned. He sat among his herees pale
and specchless, But one day, when Wiltraute
fell on his breast, in sorrow he said, “Werebut the
ring given back to the Rbine dsughters, jelpased
were God and the world from the load of the
curse.” Waltrante asks Bronnlilda for tne ring
in valn, Siegiried’s horn 18 heard and Wiltraute
returus to Waihalla,

ERUNNHILDA ARRIVES AT WORMS,

The sBecond Bcene reveals the rivers bani before
the nalls of the Gidlehungen, It 18 night, and Al-
berich and [Hagen plan deceit, Alter they have
lert Slegiried 1eturns, In early morniug Hagen
blows one horn ol danger from tne castie walls,
From hill and monntiain come the followers of tha
(itlﬂchun{eo. Hagen rells them he has called them
together to give welcome to Gunther and nis briile,
Brunnbilda. The bark comes down the Rhine, tha
men spring into the river and dreaw 1t to the s0ore
and when Gunther and Bruunnhilda have lauuimj
the assembled men give them welcome tn shouts
of Joy., Then follows that well known scene tn the
“Nivelungenlten.” Bruonhilda sees Siegiried,
Ehe 15 antonished and indignant to fnd him mar-
ried to QGutrune. She sees the ring on
hig fnger, and though thinking of the de-
ception  that has been pracetsed upoen her,
| demands its possession, since the ring belongs to
Gunther. She asks Guother 1o make Siegiried
give up passession, Gunther is confused and des
lavs. Brunuhiida asks uim, “Idast thou give the
| ring to Slegiried?" Siegfried says that he de-
| spolled it irom the dragon. Hagen whispers to
| Brunuhitda to reveal the deceptlon practisad.
| Brunnhilda, blind with wrath, tells Gunther that
| Siegfried had already conguersd her, “Not thine
but his I am." =iegiried, not remembering tho
first visit, calis to lier mina the witness of hig
| sword that he did not play false to Guntber's
| honor. But Siegfried 18 doomead, Hagen and

Bruanhilda press Gunother to revenge [ils

honor., Gunother refuses for a time. Hagen
| ofters 1o murder him ir  Brunnhilia
| will tell him the placs where the hero was vuiner-
able. *Inthe back alone," she anawered, “for when

I made himinvuinerable [ koew that be never turn- |

ed nisbaek to an enemy, and did not apply the churm
thereto.”” The three plan bis deaih. He is out
huntiog with Guother, Hagen and thelr ioliowers.
He n%pmacnea the Rhine, where the three Khine
daoghters, from whom Alberioh snatched the gold,
lewd that he give them oack the ring, warning
Eun of the curse that attaches to s possession,
BIEGFRIED'S DEATH.

He doces not heed them. The party &lt down
to refresh themselves. OGunther is silent and
| gloowmy, Blegiried fuoll of 1ie, and [Hagen

gay  spirita.  Siegirled wishes to en-
Gunther, and teil’ him &stories of
| his youth, He tells him of his adventures
| with Mime, the slaving of the dragon, how ne came
to understand the birds, how they tola him o seek
Brunnhilda. Then he tells bow he passed through

the fames, awaked Brannhilaa and 8-
gessed her, Memory returns to him.  Two
ravens hover above him. *“What do these

Tavens say to thee? agks Hagen of Siegfried.
Siegiried starts up aghast, and Hagen, with the
words, I understand them; they hasten to an-
nounce thy coming to Odin,"” plupges his spear in
Slegiried's back, befors Gunother can Interiere,
| 8iegiried raises s shield with both hands to crusn
| his assnssin; but his strength faila him, and he ginks
] to the ground exhansted. Hageu shnks away.
Gunther, convinced of Siegfried's mnocence of
| intentional deception, kneels at the dyin hero'y
ATS pasthar avou "
ﬂﬂ“bf“ﬁl‘?uﬁi%ﬂir I\ perutital song to Brunnnilda,
antr expires, The followera bear the corpse on
toeir shields, Gunther jollow, The mepn Lreaks
through the clouds and shiges mourntul
prozesgion. Then the mist ascends the Rhino
and the procession 18 lost to view. A slght trans+
lormation, and we are on the banks of the Rhine.
MOONLIGHT—THHE HALLS OF THE GIBICHUNGS,

Gutrune enters the halls from her apartment.
She hears horos in the distance, Waile she listens

| Hagen's volee I3 heard, “Light! light! HBooty
| bring we home!" She sees lighta and torches
| porne by the followers. Hagen tells her it is
| the corpse of BSiegfried. 8She rushes out
and embraces the boay. Bhe charges her
brother with the murder, but he nts to
Hagen. *'Well, then," he answers deflantly, “1
have siain him, since no other dared; so whar was

| his I8 my fair pooty. Ths rm?1 i8 mine.” Gun-
ther :—*“S8hameless one, mineis the ring, for Brann-

hilda intended it lor me. Ye all heard her | Hagen
and Gunther engage In combat. Gunther falls.
Hagen 18 abount to selze the ring when the hanag of
the dead 18 raised threatcningly, and ne rekires
| aghast. Prunnhilda approaches from the back-
| ground, *“ilence your piainings, your idle rage |
| Here stands his wife, which ye all betrayed! Now
| 1demand my right, lor what was (o take plage
done.”" “Ah, misfortane-bringer, thou has brou,
| us all degtraction," mourns Gutrune, PBrunohilda
| angwers:—*Silence, unfortunate. Thon wert
| but his parsmour. I am the wile to whom he
ave his  trotal" *“Woe 8 mel!" ansawers
utrune, *‘Accorsed Hagen, le advisedst
thou me to give hun the draughs, ow, 1 know
that r.hruunﬁ it he [orgot Brunohiida!”
| Brunnhilda—*‘0, be wus puré! Never was oath
kKept more sacred than by him, And Hagen has
not slain him; for odin had aiready =elected him
ior his own. Now, I, too, um released; pure and
iree am I, for he, the glorious hero, alone com-
| peiled me." She takes s terrible resolve
she bids the men erect & woodplle on
the banks of the river to burn the d,E of
the dead bero. No serl shall be sacrifice with him
| ghe alone will offer on his honor ler life to the
goda. She takes possession uf the tarnhelm, which
she will burn with her, and then of the ring, wuich
alie places ou her own fuger, gazing on It munrns
1

Y

“Hear me, ye gods,” she exclaims, “your injus.
tice |8 effaced. Thank bim, the bero who took your

| #in upon himsell, The ring he gave Lo me to com-
lete the work, Relensed rom servitude are the
Nibelungs—the ring shall bind them no more,
to you, daughters of the Rhine, I give 1t; the fire
thiat consumea me shall purify the ring; ye sball
dissolve it and preserve It as the Rheingold that
| wua taken away from you_to weld the ring of ser-
| witude and misfortune, Then alone, All-Vahter,
reign supreme. That thy mignt is eternal, I bring
him to thee; receive him, for he is worthy | She
| bids the two ravens circling over the pile return
| to Walhalla,

For

WALWALLA'S END.

Casting the firebrand (n the wood pile ahe fore-
telis the end of Walballa:—'For the end of the
Eoda 18 approaching so cast [ the obrand in Wal

alla's glorious burg.” Amid solemn chantng of
| the assembled people Brunnhilda approaches the
| imneral pile, She turns round once more, and

bids adieu to the world In beaatiful words:—

“Mark well. See ye the flames consume Stegiried
| and Brunnhilda. See ye the Rhine daughters
| take the ring to the depths; then look to the North
through the night. Giances there on the heavens
i IMIEI‘EIOI! Know ye all tnat ye nave sean ihe
eod of Walhalla. Gone like & breath the race of
the gods: left all uncared for the world here
below, But to the world | leave the treasure of
| my most sscred knowledge, Not goods nor gold

nor grandeur sublime, not house nor court nor

lordly dispiay, not the gloomy contracts of bonda
deceptive nor hypocritical Custom's hard law.

Blessed [n joy and pain, let love alone be." Two
| young men bring Brunnhilda the steed she gave

?29?-‘4?“"‘1‘":. she addresses him, and in jﬂJl:“

e at the pros cr.wm:comnnnﬁ 4
| fried ane -pnngu n%e nis back aE‘d with 0
| bound leaps on the Liazing pile, The fiames rise
rander than before, flliing the entire apace,
hen the pile crumbles together, » dense of
Csmoke’ ariscs and 1o the midst a brilisnt glow
18 seen, reveuling Hrunnhida, armed and clad a8
Walkuere, mounted on ler steed and taking Bleg-
fried with her through space to Waithalia, At Lhe
same time the waves of the Knine bave
over the burning ple and the three Rhine daugh-
ters secure the ring and plunge again to their
home i the depths. Hagen, seeing tho
appear, plunges madly aiter them, in order Lo se-
I'wo of the Ruine daughters seize him
and take bim to the deptus, while the other swims
before them, hoiding in friumph the glitee
ring. The northern heavens wre covered wil

Elm!ing lights, announcing the falflimens of
runnhilda’s prophecy, Walballa is destroyed;
the gous are no more,

It 1= two years since the foundation stone of the

| Nibelungen Theatre was lald, when 2,000 singers

ind musicians assembled in Bayreuth to do honor
Lo Wagner and to give him upport; and they lllllﬁ
A8 the stone Was put in 1t pisce that bheauntuu
chorus from “I'he Mastersinger of Nuretiberg,'
which seemed ut the ume to express ao well l'he
Componer's conddence in the Mioare -

Awake | the dawn of day 1§ noir.
Amnl the copploe gresn [ hesr

A wondrons throsied nightingnie
Four toril oer song o'er bill and dale,
Thio tight sinks by the Ovejdent,

The day n

unts iromg Ane Orient.
And morniug s purple glories loom
From out the renlums urnlum and glovn.
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r And waste of wanton will and wundering eyes,
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| SWINBURNE’3 NEW POEM.

LoNpON, May 20, 1874

I bave received an early copy of Mr, Swinburne’s
neéw poem, “Bothwell,” but in order to catch the
mall 1 have no time to enter into elaborate oritical
detall, and can only give you a skeleton noilon of
the work and certuin extracts from It

Mary, Queen of Scots, is, according to Mr. Swin-
burne's ides, 4n embodiment of all that is evil—a
flerce lover, & Ditter hater, poiitic in her
manipulation of those about her, but biinded
by passion. Pace, Mr. Swinburne, there
1 no doubit of her love for Bothwell or of her con-
cern in Darpley’s death. The poem is infive acts.
It commences with Darnley ploting Rizzio's
death, and concludes with Mary's mignt to Eog-
land, aiter her escape from Loch Leven Castle.
The dramatic jorce of the poem 1g intense, and in
his love scenes Mr, Swinburne 18 as impassioned
and, one may say, as repulsive as ever. There are
fine passages oD every page, the diction 18 severe
and simple, and never dull. Here are soma ex-
tracts. Mary bas been 1l &t Jedburgh, and the
Bishop of Ross has come to confess her. 8he

Bi—
i 1 wonld have absolution ere 1 die,
But of what sins [ have not strenyili Lo sy

Nor hardly to rememier. 1do think

Lhave dun%}aa soine sErvioe, hol%“ﬂ:‘wd il

Eah.h. and i hureh's fe:r'-.n:ng Baval
s name and burden sot ol
To besr His part in the eye of this thwart world,
%ud wbllneu of His sr‘ull: alll;nn:‘myull
0 e but s & servant withou
ave of tis Lord love's gift: I huve sinned in pride,
rehance, to be his servans firss and fleht,
In face of all men's hate wight, along
Here, sitting single-sceptred, and compel
For all its many mouthisd imveieracy
The world with bit and bridie like o beast
Hrought beck to serve him, and bound down to me
Whooe hand should take and bale it by the mane
I“I!‘.’ Lend its hfj‘t& fwlm:u@‘& u‘llbnuu.
, firat Amon i iy L "
And I'ne!i.lhly'; for [ waa hlﬂh of heart:
And nuw, behoid, T sm ko God's sighit and man's
Nothing ; but though | have ot o much grace
Ta DIE:?I ain this people fast to God, "
1 have held mine own mslh “fgzwg‘nﬂ:r’;lu ;
Ve Do him witneas 11 m, ¢
il‘ll:im:'::w# r:; ulas—‘rmﬂm’-nu He forget not ln your
hour.
Not tor his child rejoct you; and shall make
The welzht and color of your sins ou earth
More white and light thal wool may be or snow.
QurEs—Yea, 80 my trust ks of Him; though as now
e leMsion: Sad My Words,
make not long contession,
Through r'lml.l.:nlm of my flesh, lack form; yet, pray you,
Think 1t but sickness and mlr body's tault
That comes between me and my will, who tain
Would have your eye ioulk on ullly :11.;:1 Ife :r‘:léhen =~
And read what writing there shou Was
With mlne vwn heart's tears and with God’s dear blood,
Wlhio sees me tor His penitent; for surely
My slos of weath aud of light-mindedness,

il on me with duinb tongnes for penilence,
Which, | beseueh you, let not bod reject

For luck of words that I luck strengih 1o sa¥ 5
For hera, as | repent amd put from me

In periect hops of pardon all il thoughts,

8o | remult nll iaults against me done,

Foreive all evil towurd me of all men.

Deed or device to burt me; yea, I would not
There were one heart unreconcilad with mine
When mine I? coid; 1 will nm;n.e death's hand
With any soll of hate or wrath or wrong

About m’; but being friends with this past world,
Puss trom 1t {n the gencral peace of love.

One of her outbursts against Darnley :—

By heaven, [ had rather death had leave than he
What comes he tor F lo vex me quick or dead
With hus lewd eves and sodden sidelong tace
That 1 may die agnin with loathiog of bim ¥

By God, a5 God shall look upon my soul,

I will not see him,  Bid bim away, and keep
Far off us Edinburgh may bold him hence
Among his rellovws of the nerded swine

That not for neea but love he wallows with
To expens his patrimony of Lresth and blood
In the dear sarvice ot d

Darnley's dream :—

1 dreamed this bed hore was o boat adi it
nerein one sat with me who played and sang,

Yol of his cittern | could hear no note

Nor in what specch he san lunudnb?.

But waiched lus working fingers nnd quick lps

Aswith a onsle and loathing fear,

And could not speuk nor smite him ; and methought

That this wis David ; and he knew mny heart,

How tain [ would have smitten him. and lnughed

As 'twers to mock my helpless hands and hate,

Bo drove we toward @ rock whereon one sat

:*Iugnml, that all te Ligzhest air of beaven

Wus kine

1led futo Hght therewith, and shone
As with a double dawn: stars east und west

onoring days.

=

Lighwned with love to hear her, and the sky

Brake ' red bloom as leal buds break 1o spring,
But these bore fires for bivssoms; then awhile

My heart, too, kindled and sprang up and sang

And made sweel music in me, Lo Kecp Ume

With that swirt singing; then as fdre drops down
Dropped, and was quenched, and in joy's stead 1 falt
Fear ache in mo Lke hunger, and I saw

These were nut stars nor ovérhead wus heaven,
Buta blind vault more thick and gross than eartn,
The nether firmament that roots in hell,

And those hot lights were of lost souls, and this

The sew of tears and fire below the wurld

That still must wash and cleanse not ol one carse
The far foul strands with all its wandering brioe;
nd 8 we drove 1 reit the shaliop®s sides,

sapped by the burning water, plank from plank
severing ; and min | wonld have cried on God,

But that the rank air took me by the tliront:

And ¢ i thaes ome wia AlAE BEH JUUR

- about ier all the reets were white

Witl' bonus of men whose souls wers turned to fire;
And ir shie were or wore not what I thought,

Mescomed we drew not near enough to koow ;

For ere we came to split upon that resr

The sundering plauks opened, aod throngh their breach
Swarmed in the dense surf of the dolorous sea

With hanas that piucked and tongues thrust out at s,
And fastened on ne Hame-like, that my ;:uh -
Was moiten as with enrthly fire, and dropoed

From naked bone and sinew; bot mine eves

The hot surl seared oL, NOr Pput out wy sense;

For I beheld and heard oot of the surge

Yolces that shricked and heads that rose, and knew
Whose all they were, and whence their wrath at me;
For all these cried upon me that mine ears

Rang, and my brain was ke as beaten brass,
\-'mruf.lng: and the froth of that toal tide

Was a» their spittle shot in my tull face

That burnt ft; and with breast and flanks distent

I strained mysel! to curse them back, and lacked
Breath; the sore surge throtted m,r ngmlou speech,
Though its welght buoyed my dipping chin. that sank
No lower than where 1ny Hps were burnt with brine
And my throat clenchea ast of the strangling sea,
Till I awnm short with sick strokes, as one might
Whose hands were maimed ; then mine jil uﬁ-it of sleep
~hiited, snd showed me s 8 garden walled,

Wherein I stood naked, a shipwreckad man,

Siunned yet and staggered rom the sea, and solled

With all the weed and scurf of the gross wave

Whose breach had cast me broken on that shore:

Aud one came like & god in woman's flesh

And rook mine eves with hers, ano gave me fruit

Asred as fire, but tull of worms within

That erawied una gendered ; and she *ue me wine,

But in the cup o toad was; and she sal

*“Eat," and T ate, and “Dr(nl"‘ and I did drink,

And slekcned; then came one with spur on hea

Rad fronn his horse o'erridden, smeared with d.un‘
And 100k my hand to lesa me as to rest,

Being brulsed yet from the sea breach ; and his hand
Was as of molten Iron wherein mine

Wi aa g brand in ﬂ?-,- ani! at his feet

The earth split, and [ saw within tho gulf,

AsIn clear water. mine own writhen (ace,

Eaten of worms and living ; then I woke.

Jobn Knox invelghs against the Queen :—

Nay, then in God's name,
1f that 1alse word all uniulfilled of mine,
I!u.-add;e No% BOW nor hear me when I sa
Thut for this woman's sake shall God uu{nf(
The hand that spares her as the hana that shie
imljh‘nilfl. tgeir.mﬁn;nry[’:&a take plrﬁoﬂlﬂl her

5 their's who stood lor ainst t

With Abhab's dsughter. 2 i

“Bothiwell” will raise Mr, Swinburne's repuia- |
tion, but will make him detested by those who
espoused Queen Mary's canse.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT,

Mr. F, J. Encelhardt's Rowing Almanac for this
year h.a passed into a second edition. This neat
publication 1s full of matter intérescing to boating
men, and, besidess containing a record of all past
Important races, has in full the regatta rules of
the association of amateur carsmen and of Amer-
ican colleges, together with maps of the Saratoga,
Troy. Harlem and Springfleld courses.

Ta® FIrsT COMPLETE Basque aictlonary has
been published in Parts, by W, J. Van Eys.

Tur New  EpITION of that charming book,
White's ‘““Natura! History of Selborns," will be
broughs oot in the ssme sumptuous style as che
two volumes of “Hollana House,”

Dn. ScuMiprs “Shakespeare’s Loxieon™ 13 fin-
fshed so the lester L, and volume one will shortly
sppear in Lonaon. It 13 & most learned and ex-
hamstive treatise on the KEoglish of Bhakespeare,

THE LEARNED FANEST M. RENAN was recently re.
Jected as a correspohding member of the Liabon
Academy of Sclences by a vote of four yeas to six
oays,

ONE OF THR MOST AMUSING recent contribulions
to French Uterature 18 Jules Janin's ‘‘Paris et
Versadlles 11 y & Cent Ans,” [He describes social,
literary and royal life in the mosi charmlng style,

NEW PUBLIOATIONS RECEIVED.

From Harper & Brothers:—“M y Mother and 1."
A novel. By Miss Mulook.

From 1. B. Russell, Bostom:—The Life and
Times of Charles Sumner.” By Eliza Nason,

From D. & J. Sadiler & Co. :—*"Sin and |ts Conse-
quences.” By Heary Edward, Archblahop of
Westminscor,

From Dodd & Mead :—'"The Winter of the Heart
ana Othier Poems.” By Lavarr Wilmshurst,

From Sheldon & Co, ;—*'Tempest Tosded," A ro-

mance. By Theodore Tilton., ‘“Across America;
or, The Groat West and the Pacific Coast.” By
General James F, Rusling.

From George W. Carleton & Co,:—"Northern |
Ballads," By Edward L, Anderton. “The Log of
Commodore Rollingpin,” Uy Jobn  IL Carter,
“True to Him Ever.! A novel. By F. W. R,

From I', o'Shea:—"*"The Ploneer.,” A poem. Ry |
William Seton,  “Rosemary: s Tale of thé Fire of |
London."” By Lady Georglana Fallerton. “Tales |
of Truth and Trust,” By Lady Fullerton. “The

Neptune Outward Bound." Br Winole Rover,

CREYATION IN GIRMANY,

Must the End Be Dust
or Ashes?

THE ITALIAN AND GERMAN SYSTEMS.

How the Body May Be Reduced to a Hwndful
of Snow-White Ashes for $3.

THE DISCUSSION ON THE CONTINENT.

FRANKFORT-ON-THE-MAIN, May 15, 1574

The question whether la future the dead are to
be burned or not ls exclilng just now i Germany
A large share of astention, and the discussions
thereon are of considorable scientific interest.
Scarcely & week passes but the papers anaounce
the constituting of new cremation societies, whose
members, with the weal of future generations at
heart, have taken a solemn oath that alter death
their bodies shall be subjected to the process of
cremation instead of belng deposited in cemeteries
or churchyards, where they would be allowed to
decompose thempelves letsurely, and, a8 they
think, disseminate epldemics and miasmas so long
a8 & particle of them remalued, Germany, Swit-
geriand, Anstria and Italy have each séveral such
gocieties. In Germany, Dresden, Vienna and
Breslau; and in Switzerland, Zurich, have taken
the lead. It is reported that in a few weeks the
first cremation oven will be ready in Dresden.
The architect Fredrich Siemens is engaged in con-
structing it, according to the plan of Dr. Reclam,
and the communes of both Dreaden and Leipsic
have declared thelr

EEADINESY TO ADOPT THE EYSTEM

of cremation if the trials shall prove satisfactory,
The Cremation Soclety “Urn" of Vienna s about to
build a cremation institution on the pian of Profes-
por Reclam. In Zorich a number of popular mest-
ings have been held In the St. Peter’s church for
the purpose of discussing the subject, and doctors
and theologiang, sclentlsts and laymen seemed to
Agreo I the necesaity of burial reform In order o
prevent the sprend of epidemics, PustorLang did not
find that the new system would hurt bis religious
feelings, and Professor Kinkel spoke of the project
entertalningly from the wsthetlc and artiatic
polnts of conslderation. The Medical Soclety of
¥ienna discussed, in Pebruary, the sunject of
“gremation as a means of preventing the poison-
ing of drinking water and infectious diseases.” A
commitiee was elected to examine the systems
and resulta of cremation and to report thereon.
Uremation makes rapld progress to Italy, where

Professor Poill, of Milan; Professor Brunetti, in |

Padda, and Professor Gorini, in Lodi, sre its earn-
est advocates. Indeed, the subject will soon be
discussed beiore the Italian Parliament. a bill hay-
ing been proposed to accept cremation asa proper
metnod of “burisl."

REASONS FOR BURNING THE DEAD.

The cremation mania does not appear in Ger-
many now for the first time. The subject was
hotly discussed in the sixth decade of the present
century and & number of cremation societles were
then lformed. The question was again permitted to
substde, though not until some important author-
ftles had given their opinlons thereon. But citles
nave developed largely since then, and epidemics
and cholera have troubled the learned professors,

who have come to the opinion that graveyards |

poison the ground for large distances aroundj

| that water the peopls driuk becomes thereby poi-

soned, apd people get the cholera and die;
and, agaln, that the obnoxious gases developed
by decomposition pass through the porous crust
of earth above the putrid masses, and thus vitiate

all i charred ghere follows on us 3 deep doprogs
mon." Professor Bruneiti does not aucceed 1o res
ducing the corpse completely to ashes.

Professor Gurini's method 18 At present a seerets
We know so much, however, that e uses & cas®
iron receptacle two metres in length, seventy
centimetres wide and forty centimetres high, and
that he assumes 10 know of & substance by whichy
heated to an extremely high temperature, tha
corpse 18 dissoived |D & very few moments, even o
the very last particle, into s fuld matter. At AW
experiment the body, after the mysterious sube
ptance was poured over 1t, burned up rapidly and
noiselessly, and no offensive gases were produced
by the operation. Professor Gorinl usea s brick
oven, fed with coals, for the purpose of heating
the mysterious substance, He eays that by dispos-
ing of ten bodies together in this mannér the cost
is reduced 1o about BiX (Tance per corpse. Theas
are the poteworthy Italian methods of oremations

THE GERMAN METHOD.

In Germany the avstem proposed by Professor
Reclam, of Leipslc, promises 10 be succesaful o0 &
degree not anticipated by the Italians. Reclam's
method 18 an gdaptation for ¢remation purposes
of & gystem of heating by means of gas, first, 0=
vented by 0. W. ana Fr. Blemens, of Beriin. Pro-
tessor Heclam wrote an interesting letter somer
Wime #go 1o the Augsburger Algemeiner Zelung,
which we will follow. The regenerative system
(y Q. W, and Fr. Siemens) la & method of heating
by means of ordinary gas, and consists of three
parte—First, the generator; second, the regens
eratoy, and third, the place where an object ls tor
pe melted or burped, which we may term the
“gremstion room.” The “generator’ is a kind of
bricked feeding oven, In which the Aring material
{wood, turf or coal) is placed on @ gridiron. The
venulation being imperfect or retarded, gas
18 thereby formed. This gas consista for
the most part in a mixtore of carbon, nitrogen
and carburested bydrogen, and comesirom the
“igenerator” at & temperature of from 150 to 200
degrees Réaomur. It then enters the ‘‘regen-
erator’—tnat is, 8 dice shaped room, walled with
fireproof stone—and ia Olled with a parallel, per-
pendicoiar and horizontal grate work walling.
This grawe work of bullding stone 18 heated by the
burning gas, which is then led ioto the “burning
or cremation room,” being led off thence
throngh & bigh chimney. Close beside this
»gremation room™ there I8 (but on the opposita
pide) another “regenerator,” throogh the grale
work walling of which the flery air goesto the
chimuey, or whither at will the burning gas can bs
directed, so soon a8 the “regencrator’ 18 heated
to a white glow, Thereupon the burning gas and
air of & “white glow" temperature can be con-
ducted, separstely or together, loto the '‘crema-
tion room,* By & system of regulation the heak
can be lncrensed “immeasurably.”

This proceas seemed to Professor Reclam to be
the best means for the rapld baroning of the dead.
He consulted with teoanical men; and in Septems
ber of the past year Herr Steinmann, of Dresden,
constructed for him a model place of cremation.
This model was improved on In December last by
F, Siemens, who uses one regenerator instead of
two. Professor Reciam hopes soon to be enabled
to record other importans improvementa “No
other method of cremation,” says Dr. Reclam,
“treats the body of the deceased person (o such &
simple and plous manner. Belfore the assembied
mourners the corpse (with or withoas the cofin)
is lowered into a smoothly walled room, whbere no
other objects are found. Nothing touches the
corpse except the air, heated to & white glow
intensity, the oxygen of which combines with
the atoms of the organlo @structare.
Only the ashes remain, and these can be gathered
up unmixed with fvoreign sobstances.” Thée pro-
cess of cremation occuples scarcely twenty min-
utes, and ouly 8 handful of snow white asheg re-
malns of what once was & human veing. The cost
of a single process 18 but two or three thalers, bus
from $10,000 to §15,000 is required for the construc-
tion of the bollding and apparatus. The system’
promises to win its way In Germany, and there
seamas every likelihood that before long it will be in
full operation in several German cities,

CAUSH OF THE PRESENT AGITATION.

the sir we Lreathe 1o an extent bat littie dr d
of by most of us innogent human sufferers, Eome-
body has mada the Interesting calculation that at
the time when the graveydras were used within
the city of London some 2,600,000 culne feet of
carbonio actd gas was annually developed from
decaying corpses and dlstributed in the air. The
foul gases developed in the process ef putrefac-
tion are moch more Injurious, a8 has been so
frequently proved in the removal and opening up
of disused graveyards. Proofs may be [found
In the works of Tardlen in Franee and
Parkes In England. They show that in over-
crowded graveyards products are developed by
which the number of diseases and deaths among
the surrounding populations I8 increased, in some
cases through the poisoning of the drinking water,
in others through rendering the air impare. Typhus
epldemics have Irequently followed the opening
of grave fields—insianee, In the Riom, in the Au-
vergne, In the past centary, and only a few decades
Rgo the epldemic among the luhabitants of the
Marché des Innocents, in Paris, when, In 1830, the
corpses which nad bLeen temporarily placed there
were agaln aug up. The German, Riecke,
records an Intercsting case.
in the Kingdom of Wirtemberg the community
had erected, from motives of economy, the school-
house on an old nnused churchyard; but when, in
winter, the beat In the schoolroom attracted the
air from the soil beneath {t, siokness became 80
prevalent among the sctiolars and teachers that the
school had to be closed. Butall these are facis so
generally known that 18 may seein a presumption
to repeat them here. That putrefying human
corpses disseminate death-bringing pestilence was
proved by Hannibal’'s warriors belore Syracuse,
when, a8 o taunt (hohn) to the beleaguered, they
opened the graveyards about the city and cast the
corpses about the open fleld, and lost thelr own
lives lor their paina,
CREMATION IN ITALY.

The incitement to the present revived discussion
comes (rom Italy, where, in 1873, the Lombard
Academy offered a prize of 1,000 [ranca for
the beat thesia on the best method of cremation to
take Lhe place of the present form of burinl. The
plans of Professor Polli, of Mllan; Brunett!, of
Padua, and Gorini, of Lodl, have since then at-
tracted much attention. Professor Polli's plan (8
to place the corpse in a receptacle of stone ware
and to allow a stream of ordinary ourning gas to
pass through the vessel. The corpse I8 quickly
charred, and the ashes and the calcined
bonea remaln over. The operation lasta
about an hour, and what remalos Is, perhaps,
the twellth part of the original human being, The
Aystem 18 novertheless too costly and unrefined
for adoption. A system of flamea has to bo intro-
duced at the point of exit for the gases In order to
consume the obnoxious products, A more praciis
cal system (s that of Professor Brunettl, whose
models and plans exclied much interest when ex-
hibited last year at the Vienoa Exposition. In
one of the galleries occupled by Italia there was a
glasa case with the inscription, *‘Indoete vetitom
mens renovata petis,” and o series of glagses con-
talning specimens of cremated bodies. Professor
Brunettl had made Ave experiments, His systom
18 as follows ;—

BRUNETTI'S BYSTEM.

In an oven made of fire bricks and provided with
openings to regulate the circulation of the air the
corpse is placed npon an iron plaie ana fastened
firmiy in ita place by means of strong Iron wire,
The consamption I8 produced by the agency of &
wood fire, and the heat 1s concentrated as much
as possible by two arched iron plates, which are
made to close |mmediately over the body, An
intense heat I8 thus produced and the corpse
burns with fearfol rapldity, and in about two
hours 18 completely coarred. Then the arched
plates are opened, the charred remains are
raked together and the fire 1s renewed. The nesh
portions ure then changed completely into ashes
and the bones caletned, 8o that a1l What remains 1s
about three pounds and @ balfl This result &
Wrought at an expeuse of 140 to 160 pe=iada of

| woud. 'The process 18, nevertheless, primitive and

ahbliorrent (n comparison Wil German Systems,
Even Projessor Brunetd admits that the provess
hadd fllled him with awe,  “Bo long," be says, “us
1 could discorn the human form and the soft por-
tions are seiged by the Aames the astonishment s
Indescribable ; but when the form disaooears and

Pr Reclam's project 18 finding acceptance,

In o village |

a8 [ said, In several large cities of Germany. De-
| sides Vienna, where the Medical Soclety ably dis-
1 1 the und prop that oz tion ba
permitted, but not made an onligatory mode of
burying the dead, Gratz took up the matior
earnestly, and the Communal Council, in special
segsion, determined to labor for the introduction of
| the new process. Very vallant were the burgoe
masater and fve communal councillors of Ober-
dobling, near Vienna, who seot in to the Vienna
Medical Booctety a written testament declaring
their wish to undergo the process of cremation
whenever they shall depart this life. This s all
very weil. We know how easy it is to muake
such bold declarations, bat how 1ew of such deter-
minations are carried out when the time comes.
Some blg, aristocratic personage must first lead
the way in this matter before we can expect cre-
mation to become popular. Yoo may burn up the
poor and the paupers by the score If you will, bot
the custom of burial will be retained, and the
maore 80 becanse oralnary people will be burned
up. People are not, pernaps, 8o clearly convinced
of the perniclous Influences of graveyards, and

|

| we know very well that in well regulated
and Iaid out cemeteries this  injurious
tnfluence I8 reduced to a8 minimum. In times of

war and pestilence, however, cromation by s sci-
entifle process would prove of immessurable ben-
efit, We only need to recall the terrible Jdesorip-
tions of the battie fAeids of Gravelotte and Sedan
to be convinced that by the lmmense numbers of
dend caused by our modern art of worfare a thor-
ough change [n the metnoa of disposing of the
dead 18 necessary., In timea of pestilence the cre-
mation process wounld prove beneficial,

THE RETURN TO ANTIQUITY.

In adopting cremsation as a means of disposing
of the dead the German peoples of Europe will
slmply return to a custom which was once com-
mon to all Indo-Germanic peoples, This fact has
neen proved by Professor Unger, of Gottingen.
Tacitns knew of no other method of disposing of
the dead among the Germans, and Diodorms of
Siclly among tbe Celts. The custom prevalled
among the Sclaves and with the Greeks and
Romans, aithough burial was also custom-
ary among these two peoples. The Etruscans
horrowed the custom ol burning thelr dead (rom
the Romans. Charlemagne found the custom of
borning the dead prevalent among the heathen
Germans, and wrote several decrees agalnast it to
the Christlan priests. The religtous opposition
agalnst the new movement 18 not extraordinarily
strong in Germany. So many thousands of mar-
tyrs, both Catholica and Protestants, have landed
gafely (n the heavenly regions after their bodies
nad on earth undergone the ordeal of fire, that no
fear 1 entertalned about cremation coming into
conflict with the resurrection theories, 1t 1s
haraly probable, however, thas the Jews will con-
sent to burn thelr dead.

Litarature on cremation will soon be plentifal,
In 1855 & book was publishad in Brealau, ‘‘Burning
the Dead," by Trusen. The pamphlet by Weg-
mann-Ercolani, *Cremation as the Moat Rational
Method of pisposing of our Dead," pnblished 1n
Zurich, contalns much valuable Information, es-
pecialy from ltallan sources. Goethe, Koerner,
Platen and other German poets have referred to
the custom and pleaded for {ta reintroduction.
Goethe styled cremation, “0 wise costom of the
ancients.” Platen wrote a pleasant epigram on
the subject, In which he begged, *'0 sacred far =3,
return, retarn, and in future death will be p=ris
fled from its dreaded pestulentinl breath,"”

A RING LAWYER'S PLES.

An Old Claim Revived.

Comptroller Green yesterday received a ¢laim of
John H. Starin, Jr., agsignes of Willlam MoKeag,
attorney of the Roued of Excise from 1857 to 1871,
who demesds payment of the large som of
$453.80%, with interest, for services alleged to have
BLen rendered in sults prosecuted for violation of
the Excise laws, This immense clalm 18 sald Lo
| have been unearthed, in consequence of the Con-
soltlation act, from the recesses of the oflics of
the Board of Supervisors, where the claimant
hoped, ou some fortunate oceaslon, for favorable
action; but it 18 now likely to ve resisted at every
Alep N itk progress through the oourts, It 5 a
apecimen of probably many clalma which rema
Lo be brought into We bgbt




